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Planning a move to a new city for work is a major undertaking, especially as you try to keep up 

your family’s regular routine. There are so many considerations to make, from finding the right 

neighborhood to making sure you stay on budget throughout the process. In order to help things 

go as smoothly as possible and reduce stress for everyone involved, it’s best to have a few 

guidelines for the weeks and months leading up to the big day. You’ll want to be prepared, so it’s 

important to do a bit of homework early on to avoid any surprises. Before you take a tour–either 

in-person or virtually–find out what to look for in a great home. 
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Know the specifics 

 

Set your budget 

 

Before you can find the perfect condo, you’ll need to have a budget in mind. Bump up your 

credit score as much as possible, pay off some debt, and consider getting pre-approved for a loan 

so you’ll have some peace of mind and a number to work off of. Once you know how much you 

can spend, it will be easier to narrow down your choices and put in an offer. Keep in mind that 

the average sale price for a condo in Toronto is about $740,000. 

 

It’s important not to forget about your budget for moving day, as well. Hiring professional 

movers, paying for gas for the trip to the new house, and shipping some belongings ahead of the 

big day will add to your costs. Packing smart and asking friends or family members to help out 

will ensure that everything gets to the new place in one trip, and you can also set the moving date 

on a weekday to save money. 

 

Know what to look for 

 

Moving to a new city can be overwhelming if you’re unfamiliar with the area, so make a visit if 

possible, especially once you’ve found a few properties you like. Take note of the 

neighborhood’s sound levels, how close the neighbors are, and whether they have pets. If you 

can only take a virtual tour of the home, make sure you find out the details, such as how many 

electrical sockets there are in each room, how many closets there are, the age and condition of 

appliances and the HVAC system, and what the sightlines are from each level. Utilize an app or 

online resource to find out how far the homes you like are from work and which school districts 

they’re in. Once you have an idea of what you’re looking for, get in touch with Realtor Mary 

Kelly to ensure you find the property that checks all of the boxes. 

 

Pack consciously 

 

Prep the kids and pets 

 

Preparing for a big move can be stressful for everyone in the family, especially once packing 

begins. Get the kids involved in the process by showing them pictures of the new house, 

allowing them to help pack their room, and looking up fun local attractions that your family can 

visit. Be mindful as you pack up that pets can become anxious at all the change, so it’s best to 

give yourself plenty of time so you can start in one room and work your way out. Declutter first 

to make the packing process as easy as possible.  
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Stay organized 

 

It’s difficult to start packing early when you have kids, but you don’t want to leave things until 

the last minute, either. Stay organized by creating packing lists for each box and taping them to 

the outside; this way, if you need to retrieve anything before moving day, you can easily find it. 

Set aside comfort items for the kids and pets, cleaning supplies, and anything else you might 

need in the coming weeks, making sure you have enough boxes to pack them up in the final 

hours. If you’ll be working during this time, staying organized will be essential in maintaining 

your mental health, keeping stress at bay, and allowing everyone to stay on their routines. It’s 

also an important part of ensuring that you’re prepared for work each day and won’t miss 

deadlines or forget crucial duties. 

 

Prepare for the big day and beyond 

 

Manage the details 

 

Before moving day arrives, make a list of all the details you need to take care of in order to get 

settled in quickly at the new place. This might include changing the address on your driver’s 

license, setting up utilities (including installation dates for things like internet service), finding 

out when trash and recycling pickup is, and finding the nearest grocery store, pharmacy, and post 

office. If you want, you can update your resume in case you discover a better job in your new 

city. You can get started with a resume builder and have one ready to send as soon as you need 

it! You can also utilize a few apps to help you get acquainted with the city. If you haven’t 

already rerouted your mail at this point, now is the time to make plans to do so. 

 

Keep things flowing smoothly 

 

Moving day will be hectic even if you’re well-organized, but you can keep things flowing 

smoothly by planning for the little things. If you have young children, keep them safe and 

entertained by arranging for a sitter for the afternoon so you can focus on getting things done. 

Keep pets in crates or make sure they’re secure in one room so they won’t get underfoot or 

accidentally run outside. Have a plan for the movers, letting them know which room to start in. It 

might be helpful to have a floor plan of the new house ready so you can see which items should 

be unloaded first.  

 

Moving can be a frustrating process, but it doesn’t have to be. By taking precautions every step 

of the way and planning well, you can ensure that everyone gets through the move with as little 

stress as possible. 
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